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LOS ANGELES - MARGARITA McGRATH

Standpunki: Los Angeles
Hatf past 4

Awoken again to the pounding wings of
descending clowds of locusts, rubbing
fres of the fantasy of a dream world to
the reality of airbome neighborhood
surveillance — just an LAPD Asrcspatiale
helicopler hovering ovarhead.
Protecting the dream,

The riots shattered any lingering per-
ceptions of a land under a sky always
blua where people grazed like rabbits,
light haired, taut skin — fantasy in
being.

The Palace.

For protection we wrap our buildings —
caulk and seal against the outside.
Surfaces taut and jointhass,

Cosmeatic Surgary.

4:30 AM 17 JANUARY 1994

A ot of these seals sprung leaks.
Buildings failad, facades wera broken
{buildings lost face), people slepl in the
streal.

Afterward, time seemed 1o pool ke
blood inside of red-flagged buildings,
slipping cut onto the street behind yellow
pofice lines...

26 - MARGARITA McGRATH

Contaimsr at Culvar Juncion

Los Angeles is a kind of urban Rorschach test, a
city whose edges are indeterminable. Where
natural gecgraphy foils ils expansian, LA spawns
sisters of itsell in cutlaying territories. Afttesting
to this are the long shadows it casts into the desert:
Laz Vagas - itz bastard son, and Phoenix -
Orange Counly’s legitimate heir

*Everylhing seams to come together in Los
Angalas®, tha urban geographer’s (Ed Soja)
‘totalizing” Alaph. Or the terminal for pulp
apocalypses.



Linked homogensity erases catasirophes, and congruent ideniity forgets
the saying goes, has triumphed over myth. Mo, i is Evclidean space
topoiogy, It 15 transpon and displacement withoul obstacles that have
this amehanl journey from lslands to catastrophes, from passage to faull,

lmbyrinth, Myth is effaced in is original function, and the new space is

it sustaing, only because within || there are no more encounters. As Plato
legs, fallow the disgonal, freely choose the longest or shorfest routs, ode,
wishes. The sarth s measwred (geo - metry) by means of jus] Measuns (T
flack of chaalic morphologied |8 subdusd. Thus the Stalesman |3 written.

The criss-cross of contradiction is perpetually effsced, the wound
difierentiation’s passage emenging only as the defermining lnes of
as its own ireasury. This ks the proprioty of the totality, and the
connecied and combined in the growing complexity which lotalizes
and hislory) gathering up of difersncss, in (his very Bel, both of them
contradiction by means of Integratien.

FORSCHUNG : Tagging

If this ‘productive ditference’ [Marin] occurs where spaces ancountered are "perfectly defined ...without
waver or blur, then perhaps we should look for ‘impotent differences’ — the inverse, if you will, where
spaces are imperfectly defined. Imperfections might be sensed when two spaces are compressed o the
extent that the status of each wavers betwean foreground and background. The flickering or slippages
delected in these disputed territories might provide hints of a division forgottan.

Saveral locationsinstants of ‘imperfect definition’ in the city were studied. Here, possibly through neglect
or misuse, a residual managed fo escape the net of linkages and safeguards designed to alleviate chance
encounters or sources of probable conflict (productive ditferantiation).

The most effective, yet perhaps spatially intangible separations are those held by tagging™ — whera
difference is indicated by a thin line of language. Thesa lines mark off a difference between inside and
outside, between those who know the codes and the 'barbarians’ outside. The enclosures weaved by
language are constantly partrolled and under the threat of the failure of language. Their instability is
registered in a private obsession with the construction of bulwarks erected against a word forgotten or
slips of the tongue.

Redlining - a form of ‘economic tagging' practiced by financial institutions, cordons off pracincts on the
basis of financial risk (loan guarantees). These abstract economic partitions hold sway over other
diffarences. Perhaps these are the lines of Serres’ Staatsmann, of a geometry of rational measurement
drawn on the city map.

On the ground, a whola other war of encodement is fought. This is a war of language, in which graphic
and pictoral signs and codes are employed to demarcate neighborhoods. From security signs planted in
the front yards of Bel Air to the Virgin of Guadelupe painted on the walls of shops in South Central LA, the
dialect spoken here is not empty. This language menaces, it promises and delivers protection. In the
case of redlining, the lines drawn on the map are allegorically equitable with those inscribed in chalk
around a fallen body — both deliniate the position assumed in death,

tag. . 1, somathing used tor identification o location- FLAG

tag, ingged, tagging, w. 1. to provide or mark as if with a tag a8 a: 1 supply with an identifying marnker or price - LABEL, BRAND
tag line, n. a reiterated phrase identified with an individual, group or product slogan
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difficull homeomonphisms. Reason, os
that has repressed a barbarous
suddanly taken ihe plate of 1N jourmey,
from bridge 1o well, from nelay fo
universal, as is reason or the ratlo that
says, one can walk there on bwo or four
or period, and s0 on, as much as one
King). The multiplicity, the dangerous
Sesres, From Oodipis o Soia, p. 52

caulerized, the Iraces of

ihe whabs which has capfialized on them
differonces are esiablished and

them... In their (the totalities of being
cancel praductive diferentiation and
Marin, LBopics. Second Predace, xix

Owr first task was the isolation of the residuals or
ghosts — the research pan of the case. The second
task was mediation — “ghost-busting”. Dehaunt a
city? The ghosts ware detected in the flickering,
or transgressive slippages where spatial overlaps
pecur. To de-haunt LA then, would be o ‘perect’
spatial dvisions within the city either by breaking
down any ngering separations or by anforcing them
— L@ by exorcizing the ficker that signals difference

INSTALLATION: Balk®

An intriguing notion might have been to iry 1o
construct Los Angedas withoutl using any images
from LA at all, but instead using frames from the
olher cities. The pramise of the overall Residusls
project was the .Konstruklion efner GroBsiadf,
Here the visual techniques of representation might
misleadingly suggest a .congruent identity that
forgats difficult homeomorphisms® [Sermes]. Los
Angeles’ materialization in the Residuals inztal-
lation is as the structure which enforces difference
Deasigned to frustrate the lorming ol convenient
linkages, the dehaunting devices then are merely
separators thal impair simultaneous apprehension
of the cities. A GroBsiad! is construcied from the
remaindars that elude forgething.

VWirgin ol Guadaloups al Valeio Markel

balk '\ [A5 balkea noge, &k o Ol bale paition, boundary] 2; A ndge of land ket unplowsd bibwsan furfows, of, &8 ofen
icermarly. betwean the acrnes or feids in common lands; alsoc 1o lorget a plece mesad N powing. 83 DY canslessness 3. A
blunder of slip; & mistake be obs. sxe. Dial. An omilng o skippeng 4: A hindrance or disappointmant. chieck: defeat §: Dial. Eng
A & baam of bar acnoss a traction/Baloan frame, chimnaery or kdin. b Tha beam of a balance 7 A bar or shalt Dlock 10 Siop
machingry used in siopping machingry, esp. a loom 9: Athlstics. Failure ol a compatior 10 jump. vaull, or the ke, aBer taking a

praliminary run and crossing & cedtain ine [called spec. balk lina), W lorgal

balk '\ 2 b0 omel, avokd by chanca or inient or 10 ot shp”

LOS ANGELES . 29

Foim o ForSusrts
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